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Plans for the Roman Palace in 2012 


Jaane Rowehl, Director 


2011 was all about setting the scene. Our work on collating visitor information as part 
of the Knowledge Transfer Partnership project with Bournemouth University will 
hopefully pay off now that we can start realizing the recommendations we have 
received. With the help of the Friends, who not only supported the project financially, but who also 
contributed their feedback and comments, we have a much better idea now of what our visitors need us to 
work on in the coming years. 2012 1s therefore a year to get the “development ball” rolling! 





Improving on our visitor offer is at the heart of our plans. We will test the deposits of the Spoil Heaps to 
see whether we can invite the public to get involved in a programme of excavation over the summer. We 
4 also look forward to running an extended programme of special 
' events throughout the year including a one-off summer event 
celebrating the ancient roots of the Olympics in the run-up of 
London 2012. With the help of our CEO, Tristan Bareham, we 
will look at options of designing and fundraising for a new 
outside play and learning space that would support our work 
towards becoming an even more family friendly site. It is also 
_ ES eX time to get started on a review of our Interpretation Strategy. As a 

=e ™~ first step, we will put our heads together at our Season Start 
- Meeting in January to look at what we think makes great heritage 
interpretation. 


Image taken from the proposals by 
Historical Promotions showing However, the reality of our current situation is that money is 


Roman music re-enactors extremely tight and the external circumstances are challenging. 
We will have to remain flexible and realistic about what we can 
achieve making the most of any opportunities that present themselves to invest in and improve how we 
look after this wonderful site. 





Special Events in 2012 

Anyone who has picked up our 2012 leaflet will have spotted our proposals for special events this year. 
We have a great track record when it comes to events and so we will continue with what works well. Our 
visitor figures for Family Fun Days in February half-term, hands-on activity days over the summer 
holidays, and Roman Army Week in October half-term have proven that these are greatly appreciated by 
our visitors, and so must stay part of our events programme. However, given the challenge to raise * 
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visitor numbers it is also time to look at what we can add. For the first time we will work with an external 
special events management company, Historical Promotions, to test the waters with a new event, “Myths 
and Music” in June. Inspired by the Roman festival of the Vitulatio, dedicated to the goddess of joy and 
mirth, we will invite re-enactors to demonstrate Roman style musical instruments and a story teller will 
bring ancient myths and legends to life. We will also re-engage with the national programme of events 
around Museums at Night with a special evening opening on 19" May. 


Of course, this year is the year of the Olympics. Only a few days before the opening ceremony, we will 
adjust our blockbuster summer event to join in the celebrations. Whereas we would normally welcome 
Britannia’s Gladiators or the Ermine Street Guard, this year we will focus on re-enacting ancient sports 
with the help of re-enactors from the Legio Secunda Augusta. (See events list, page 6). 


I hope you agree: we have an exciting year ahead! UU 


The Fishbourne spoilheaps 


Rob Symmons, Curator 


For the first time since 2002 excavation-led research will begin again at Fishbourne Roman Palace, but 
this will be no ordinary excavation. 


It was normal practice in the 1960s, when the Palace was discovered, for archaeologists not to keep 
certain types of artefacts. Animal bone, shell, roof tile and some fragments of pot were not kept and so 
ended up on the spoil heap. There was no sieving in the 1960s and so tiny artefacts were not retrieved 
either. This means that a lot of material did not make it into the reserve collection, now housed in the 
CDC. This is material that our researchers would dearly like to see. Some of it (seeds or tiny fish bones 
for example) has the potential to 
extend or even change what we think 
about the Palace. 


So, we are planning to excavate a 
small trench in the spoil heaps behind 
the café to see if we can get an idea of 
what was originally overlooked. The 
soul from the trench will be passed 
through very fine sieves and every last 
find will be kept — even mouse teeth! 
All of the finds will be kept and will 
provide an invaluable resource to our 
researchers. 





But there is more. If the first trench 
proves that it 1s suitable, we then hope to dig a second, larger trench in which visitors will be given the 
chance to work. This unique opportunity to follow in the footsteps of Sir Barry Cunliffe and his team 1s 
bound to be popular with aspiring archaeologists of all ages. Visitors can then visit the CDC and have any 
artefacts that they found recorded and identified, and of course receive a certificate as a souvenir. This is 
an exciting and innovative project. We can think of only one other site that is able to use its spoil heaps to 
enhance an old archive, but nobody else 1s combining this with a chance to give the public their first taste 
of field archaeology. UW 


Friends of Fishbourne Chairman’s Corner 


Pam Crowe 


Ave MMXTI and a Happy New Year to everyone. 


The AGM was better attended than the previous year giving confidence that 
the passing of all the Resolutions would reflect the wishes of those unable to 
attend. Asa result, the Constitution has been changed to align the Friends’ 
financial year with that of SAS which will save the Treasurer the extra work 
Consequently, there will be no AGM in 2012 ar it was 
agreed that the next one will be in April 2013 (exact date still to be set). 


previously needed to meet their requirements. 





The Constitution has also been 


amended to require fewer numbers for a quorum at any meeting and, taking account of the difficulty for 
some people to attend meetings, an additional Resolution was passed to allow proxy voting. I hope you 


will find this helpful. 


As we face the vagaries of winter weather 
ahead there is good news for the Friends in the 
election of three new Committee members: 





Christine Medlock, left, (the previous Director 
of the Palace) will focus on fundraising; Guy 
Lockton joins us as Treasurer and Newsletter 
Editor, whilst his wife, Mavis, right, is taking 
over catering for our events. We heartily 
welcome them all and thank Keith Lawson and 
Jill Christison for all their work over the past two 
years, remembering also the contribution made 
by the late Denis Carter. 


As retiring Treasurer, Keith Lawson presented the 
accounts for the year ended 31st July at which time 
we had almost doubled the funds held in our own 
bank accounts, as compared with the previous year. 
However, overall we had about £3,000 less due to 
the donations which we had made to the Palace. 
Although we are a comparatively small group 
dispersed across a number of counties, we are able 
to make a difference and I know that the help we 
give to the Palace is very much appreciated. 
Member numbers have increased, much helped by a 
vigorous recruitment drive at Gladiators weekend. 
Subscriptions for the coming year remain 
unchanged even though running costs inevitably 
continue to rise despite our efforts at economy. 


Let us have your ideas for raising further funds and 
tell us if you are able to help, e.g. by holding a 


coffee morning. Do, please, support the events we 
arrange for you. Besides adding a little to the 
coffers, they really are enjoyable and give you a 
chance to talk to other Friends. I hope to speak to 
as many of you as possible at my second talk on 
Leptis Magna on 21st April. 


Can You Help? Our document archive lacks a 
copy of the “Friends” very first Newsletter, 
issue | in the Spring of 2005. If anyone owns 
this issue and would either send it to me for 
photocopying or let me have a copy I should be 
most grateful. 


Vale! UW 


I’ve never been to Leptis Magna 


Karen Newman 


| have never been to Leptis Magna and 
thought | probably never would, so to see it 
through someone else’s eyes was going to be 
the next best thing. And | knew how much work 
Pam Crowe put into her talk, researching into its 
background and collating her many 
photographs, selecting the best for her 
slideshow, so | was looking forward to it on two 
counts. 


Pam started with some background on the history 
of Leptis, and its assimilation into the Roman 
Empire, thus setting the scene. As we were 
‘going ona walk’ through the city, we started at 


the newer part, just as Pam had done. * 


Even when viewed in photographs, the Arch of 
Septimius Severus is hugely impressive, 

and, well, huge. In fact, the sheer scale of the 
buildings, many of which were faced in luxury 
stone such as marble, including the public 
toilets, is striking. Pam pointed out that, in the 
more ‘modern’ part of the city, this was 
largely due to the fact that one of their own, 
Severus, had become Emperor. 





There was so much to see that space here does 
not permit me to recount it all, but suffice to say 
that | have added Leptis to my list of places to 
visit. The afternoon was rounded off in style 
with a cream tea: home-made scones and 
raspberry jam, and cream. Thanks go to Jill 
Christison who worked her socks off baking 
scones and jam-making. There were seconds for 
those who had room! 


Watch out for part two of Pam’s reminiscences 
of her trip, ‘Leptis Magna — the Sequel’, on 
Saturday 21st April 2012, which will cover the 
older part of the city. WJ 


The future of Sussex 
Archaeological Society 


Tristan Bareham, Chief Executive of Sussex 
Archaeological Society, which owns inter alia 
Fishbourne Roman Palace, is holding three 
meetings with SAS members to discuss the 
difficult future facing the Society. The first took 
place at Fishbourne on 19 January. Tristan said 
that his aim was to continue all the Society's 
activities and increase income from its 


properties, but “we have only a year to improve 
our current position. Unless we increase our 
income we will have to make big changes to 
what we do and how we do it”. Fishbourne will 
obviously be affected by all this and we hope to 
bring our readers more information in our next 
issue in May. This serious situation points up 
what an important role the Friends have to play 
in raising funds to help the Palace. \ 


Reconstructing the Past 
Anne Wingfield-Hayes 


We were fortunate to have Tristan Bareham to 
speak at the AGM last year about his background in 
experimental archaeology, which uses different 
methods, techniques, analyses and approaches to 
generate and test hypotheses based upon 
archaeological source material. Tristan's professional 
experience has been in reconstructive archaeology; 
that is the rebuilding of structures using only the 
historically accurate technologies used at the time. 
His work has been largely undertaken in community 
contexts such as schools. He believes strongly in the 
learning value of such community applications and 
his early work was in urban contexts in London, in 
Wardour Street, Soho and in Westminster. Projects 
included making a Bronze Age hut of woven hazel 
and cooking a Bronze Age meal. 


Drawing on this wide experience Tristan posed 
various questions such as - Why does Prehistoric 
British pottery not have zoomorphic ornamentation? 
The natural environment is recognised as being a 
major force in inspiring artistic creativity so the 
absence of animals in art at this early period is 
puzzling. 


He gave a brief description of the development of 
experimental archaeology soon after World War 2. 
Key practitioners included Peter Reynolds, Director 
of the Iron Age village at Butser, Hampshire, until 
his death in 2001. Tristan had worked there with him 
and learned much about the building of round houses 
and the agricultural lives of the people who lived on 
the site circa 300 BC. He touched on the much earlier 
site of Skara Brae in the Orkney Islands, where he 
had also worked. Uncovered by a storm in 1850, it 1s 
Britain's most complete Neolithic village and was 
occupied between 3180 and 2500 BCE. Walls and 
interior furniture have survived remarkably intact. 
Tristan made a fascinating comparison between the 
design of the stone furniture of Skara Brae and the 
familiar 19th century, and later, wooden Welsh and 
Irish dressers still in use in many homes today. 
Tristan's more recent work has been in the south © 


of England, at Stonehenge and Durrington Walls, 
another henge close by. 


His work with children using flint tools to construct 
ancient buildings had been so successful that he 
hopes there might be an opportunity to continue this 
experimental approach at Fishbourne. We are lucky 
that there is plenty of space at the Palace where such 
enterprises could be undertaken. Children gain great 
satisfaction and a sense of ownership when they 
complete a structure. He quoted Moulsecoombe 
Primary School in Brighton as a good example. He 
had worked with the children there on the 
construction of an Iron Age round house. Altogether 
more than 600 children had been involved in the 
project. 


Another significant question which experimental 
archaeology is now addressing 1s that of the 
importance (or lack of importance) of postholes, 
thought by archaeologists throughout the 20th and 
early 21st centuries to be the essential evidence for 
identifying the existence and design of prehistoric 
structures. Increasingly, prehistoric structures without 
postholes are being discovered as modern 
archaeological techniques continue to develop. 


Sir Barry Cunliffe, for example, is now arguing that 
many Prehistoric structures may not have been rooted 
in the ground but were mobile and portable structures 
of wattle basketry. Double sets of hazel rods woven 
together have been found to make very sturdy roofs 
and walls. Such wattle structures have been found at 
Deer Park, a medieval farmstead and National Trust 
site in Northern Ireland. 


These new experimental practices may well make 
possible a richer interpretation of Fishbourne Roman 
Palace. Perhaps we have been so seduced by the 
beauty of our Roman mosaics that we have allowed 
them to dominate our analytic interpretation. New 
ways of understanding Fishbourne may indeed be 
opening up. U 


Circulating the newsletter 


Many of our members receive their newsletters by 
e-mail, which reduces the cost to us greatly. We 
realise that some prefer not to, or cannot, receive 
them this way, but we would urge any members 
who have not given us their e-mail addresses to do 
so. The price of 2" class stamps is soon to rise; as 
the advert says “Every little helps” and saves us 
money to be spent on the needs of the Palace. LJ 


Facebook and Twitter 
Karen Newman 


Whether you love or hate the concept of social 
media, there is no doubt that many people of all 
ages use it. It is an_ effective way of 
disseminating information, and it’s free! It’s no 
surprise, then, that Fishbourne Roman Palace 
has embraced both Facebook and Twitter, and 
regularly uses both to publicise interesting news 
and advertise events. 


Twitter followers can find the Palace at the 
‘tag’ @romanpalace. Twitter works a bit like 
Chinese whispers (but without the message 
getting garbled). The Palace ‘tweets’ (a message 
of 140 characters or less) to its followers, and 
hopefully those followers will ‘re-tweet’ the 
message to their followers, thus passing it on. 

On Facebook, the Palace has two pages: one for 
the Palace itself (look under Fishbourne Roman 
Palace), and one for Tiberius Claudius 
Togidubnus himself! The latter is easily 
recognised by his profile picture, which was 
created by staff in the office using one of the 


little Romans that the Friends were selling at the 
Gladiators weekend last August. ‘Togi’, as he is 
affectionately known, is about to be a published 
author, because one of his Facebook Friends 
asked him to write an article for the youth 
section of the Fishbourne parish magazine, 
Village Voice. 


Social media is a great way of getting news out 
there, and the Friends (and of course others) can 
follow what goes on at the Palace almost as it 
happens, and, at the same time, the Friends can 
use it, with the Palace’s agreement, to publicise 
our activities and events, and, fingers crossed, 
increase our membership. Why not sign up 
today! 





FRIENDS OF FISHBOURNE ROMAN PALACE - 2012 EVENTS 





N.B. Full details and a booking form for Friends events will follow in due course. 


Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace Events 
21% April — A Walk around Leptis Magna, Part 2 —- Pam Crowe 
12™ May — Garden Opening — member Jill Christison is hosting a fund-raising afternoon 


Spring — we hope to arrange a visit to the Novium prior to its opening, but as the opening date is not yet known, we 
have no further details at present 


9" June — The West Wing uncovered once more (with Geophysics) - Nev and Mary Haskins 
July - TBA 

18" August — Visit to the Ancient Technology Centre, Cranborne, Dorset 

1st September — The Mosaics of Roman Britain — Dr Stephen Cosh 


October — TBA 


Se ee Se ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ie 


Fishbourne Roman Palace Events 
(please contact the Palace for further details and bookings where necessary) 
Monday 12" to Thursday 16" February - Family Fun Days 
Saturday 24 March — Dyeing for Colour: a hands—on workshop on Celtic dyeing (booking essential, limited spaces) 


Saturday 5 May (eve) - Dido & Aeneas: City Wall Productions presents Baroque opera, an ancient legend with a 
modern twist 


Friday 6" April to Sunday 13" May - Rome Remains: an art exhibition by local group AXXES displaying work 
influenced by the Roman Palace 


Saturday 19™ May (eve) - Palace by Night! Bring your torch and discover the secret places of the Roman Palace with 
the help of our friendly guide 


Monday 4" June - Myths and Music: allow your imagination to run wild as we bring the music and stories of the 
Ancient World back to the Roman Palace 


Saturday 14 and Sunday 15™ July - Ancient Sports at the Palace: let our re-enactors thrill you with their “sporting 
prowess” and join in for a fun-packed celebration of the Olympic Games 


Thursday 9" August, Thursday 16" August, Thursday 23" August and Thursday 30" August (1 lam — 3pm) - Get 
Creative! A modern take on ancient crafts. Suitable for all ages 


Monday 29" October to Friday 2™ November - Roman Army Week 


